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1. The meeting was called to order at 7:03 p.m. Members present were Leonard Clark, chairman; 
Donald Passardi, vice chairman; Beth Magura, recording secretary; Jamie Furness; Becky Kraussmann 
and Roger Ingraham. (Greg Post has resigned from the Commission.) A quorum was established. 

2. Review of the minutes of the Feb. 28, 2022, SHAC special meeting 
Becky Kraussmann made a motion to approve the minutes from the 2/28/2022 special meeting; this 
motion was seconded by Roger Ingraham. The motion was unanimously passed by the group. 

3. Update on long-hoped for repairs to the Allen Bridge on Spring Street. 

On March 10, Devin Cowperthwaite, director of Public Works, confirmed that the Board of Selectmen 
approved an increase in the Local Capital Improvement Program (LoCIP) budget line for the engineering 
of the Allen Bridge on Spring Street. The Town of Stafford has submitted the LoCIP authorization request 
to the State of CT's Office of Policy and Management (OPM) for the Allen Bridge and two other bridges 
(one on Cooper Lane and another on Westford Ave.) Mr. Cowperthwaite further explained that due to 
the Allen Bridge's position in the flood plain in downtown Stafford Springs, OPM has added some 
requirements. The Town is required to submit forms and get approval from the Dept. of Energy and 
Environmental Protection (DEEP) before the State of CT will authorize the project. The DPW is in the 
process of getting the forms stamped by a licensed professional engineer, after which the forms will be 
submitted to DEEP. 

Mr. Cowperthwaite also said that there is no news on the "scour critical" rating of the Allen Bridge. The 
State of CT's contractor, CHA, has submitted the scour reports to CTDOT awhile ago, but CTDOT has not 
yet approved the report. 

4. Update on hiring an architectural historian to compile documentation in support of a proposed 

Main Street/Hyde Park historic district. 

Reminder: A 100% grant ($20,000} has been given to the Town of Stafford and the Stafford Historical 
Society by the State Historic Preservation Office. This grant is funding research about the architecturally 

unique array of buildings in this compact area in the downtown Stafford Springs area. 

Commissioner Becky Kraussmann reported that the Request for Proposal application form that initiates 

the search for a qualified arch itectural historian is awaiting processing by SHPO. 

Commissioner Beth Magura asked when the " clock" begins to tick on the 2-year time period designated 

for executing this project. Ms. Kraussmann was not sure about this. 
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5. Update on the 2021 exterior repairs and painting of Memorial Hall in Stafford Hollow. Also, 

an update on the trustee board meeting of the Annette Hyde Colton Trust Fund. 

Commissioner Jamie Furness summarized her notes on the 3/22/2021 AHCF Trustee Board meeting. She 
said that the trustees in attendance were Richard Shaffer, Liz Dunay and Michael Delano. Interested 
readers can find the AHC Trustees' 3/22/2021 meeting minutes at this URI: 
http://records.staffordct.org//files/2022/AHCF/03-22-Minutes.pdf 

Ms. Furness is interested in serving as a trustee of Memorial Hall, and she has submitted the appropriate 
form to the Board of Selectmen. Mr. Shaffer and Ms. Dunay are amenable to her joining the Board of 
Trustees. 

SHAC Chairman Leonard Clark and SHAC Vice Chairman Donald Passardi expressed concern that some of 
the repairs that SHAC had documented were not done, despite the sizable fee (~$45,000) paid to 
contractor McKinney Construction. [Documentation of needed repairs can be seen in the three 
appendices at the end of the April 19, 2021, SHAC meeting minutes at this URI: 
http://records.staffordct.org//fi les/2021/SHAC/04-19-M in utes. pdf ] 

6. Continued discussion on the use of LED lighting in historical districts. 

A brief discussion occurred, and Mr. Clark handed out two pages about LED lights, in which it is stated 
that the important factor is the amount of lumens that a bulb produces, not necessarily the amount of 
energy used. There was general agreement that strings of LEDs or LEDs in a moving design may be very 
bright, causing light pollution and possible a driving distraction. 

Ms. Magura reminded the group that in Jan. 2022, she had collected some research on the use of LEDs 
in historic districts, including the following: 

LED signs can also become a safety issue. The bright and/or flashing lights can 
distract drivers, which can in tum increase accidents and the safety of the district. 
The US National Highway Traffic Safety Administration states that even a two
second distraction "significantly increases individual crash risk." For this reason, the 
Texas Department of Transportation does not allow certain types of electronic signs 
in a TxDOT Right-of-Way, according to the Texas Administrative Code Title 43, 
Part 1, Chapter 21 . 

Discussion of this topic will continue at a future meeting when time allows. 

7. Continued discussion of providing advice to the Planning and Zoning Commission on 
unused Town-owned historic buildings for inclusion in the 2012 Plan of Conservation 
and Development. 

After much discussion, it was proposed that a Special Meeting in April be devoted solely to copyediting 
the hard copy of a current POCD draft in order to insert selected verbiage in spots where historical 
connections or omissions have been noticed by SHAC members. 

One such spot in the text of Draft 5 refers to the site of the venerable Maple Grove Inn as "an old bar." 
In fact, the core of this building had been the colonial-era home of one of the early industrialists in 
Stafford Springs-Parley Converse. Although privately owned in 2015 and thus not within the Town's 
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purview to save, the building's loss and the construction of a Dollar Store on the Maple Grove lot, was 
met with great sadness and regret by many town residents. It would seem appropriate to acknowledge 
in the 2022 POCD that development comes at a cost-in this case, we traded town heritage and a 
unique entertainment venue for cheap Chinese-made goods, many of which will likely add to the Town's 
garbage burden. 

8. Continued discussion of how to approach drafting content for the 2022 Plan of 

Conservation and Development to ensure that the plan more proactively incorporates the 

history of Stafford into the town's future. 

The group agreed to work on a brief contribution during a Special Meeting to be held in late April. 

9. Old Business. There was no old business. 

10. Public comment. No members of the public participated. 

11. Adjournment. Becky Kraussmann made a motion to adjourn; Roger Ingraham seconded the motion . 

The motion was agreed to unanimously by the group. The meeting adjourned at 8:45 p.m. 

Respectf0Jy 

~ r 

Beth Magura 

Recording Secretary 

Stafford Historical Advisory Commission 
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